
Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison Takes on Juul Labs in
Landmark Trial
In a pivotal legal battle against Juul Labs, Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison is personally spearheading the state's case, marking the first of
thousands of lawsuits against the e-cigarette giant to reach trial. The stakes are high, with Minnesota seeking over $100 million in damages,
alleging that Juul unlawfully targeted young people, hooking a new generation on nicotine addiction. The courtroom buzzed with anticipation as the
trial began, with an eight-woman, four-man jury taking their seats on Tuesday morning, ready to hear the opening statements that would shape the
course of justice.

A Multibillion-Dollar Legal Showdown
Juul Labs has faced a barrage of lawsuits across the nation, but most of them have ended in settlements. Minnesota, however, stands firm in
seeking justice and has a history of success in such cases. The state famously won a landmark $7.1 billion settlement against the tobacco industry
in 1998, leading them to add tobacco industry giant Altria, a former minority stakeholder in Juul, as a co-defendant in 2020. Altria has recently
divested itself from Juul, suffering a significant loss on its investment, but promptly turned to support Juul's rival, the vaping company NJOY, with a
hefty $2.75 billion investment.

Proving Deception and Harm
Minnesota's Attorney General Keith Ellison is determined to show the court how Juul and Altria deceived and ensnared a generation of Minnesota
youth with their addictive products, causing significant harm to both the public and the state's finances to address that harm. Ellison is expected to
hand over part of the opening statements to attorneys from two outside law firms, as the trial unfolds before Hennepin County District Judge Laurie
Miller, anticipated to last approximately three weeks.

The precedent for such cases in Minnesota is significant, as a previous lawsuit by the state and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota against
the tobacco industry lasted nearly four months before settling just ahead of closing arguments. That case resulted in the release of millions of
previously secret industry documents, shedding light on the tobacco industry's attempts to conceal the addictive nature of their products. While
part of the $7.1 billion settlement supported anti-smoking programs, Juul and Altria have pointed out that lawmakers predominantly used it to fund
state government activities.

Allegations and Counterarguments
The 2019 lawsuit against Juul brings forth multiple charges, including consumer fraud, creating a public nuisance, unjust enrichment, and
conspiracy with Altria. The state alleges that both companies preyed upon and enticed Minnesota's children through deceptive and illegal tactics to
buy a product that could lead them to a lifetime of nicotine addiction and destructive behaviors. Minnesota asserts that Juul's marketing specifically
targeted children, attracting them through social media, celebrities, and a "cool kids" image, with the intention of getting a new generation hooked
on their products.

In response, Juul contends that Minnesota's decision to pursue a trial has deprived its citizens of their share of the nearly $440 million in settlement
money that other states have used to reduce tobacco use. Juul emphasizes that effective interventions to address underage tobacco product use
require evidence-based policies, programs, and enforcement, rather than headline-driven trials.

Altria Group, the Virginia-based company behind Marlboro cigarettes and other tobacco products, defends its involvement with Juul, claiming that it
bought a 35% stake in the vape ecig company only after Juul assured Altria that it had made significant changes to its marketing strategies. Juul's
initial rise to popularity in 2015 was fueled by flavors like mango, mint, and creme brulee, which resonated with teenagers. However, amid mounting
criticism, Juul ceased most of its flavors and U.S. advertising in 2019, resulting in a decline in popularity among teens. Currently, Juul holds around
33% of the multibillion-dollar vaping market, down from its peak of 75%.

The Battle Ahead
As the trial unfolds, the fate of Juul Labs hangs in the balance, with significant implications for the vaping industry and tobacco companies. Juul is
also facing an appeal against the Food and Drug Administration's rejection of its application to continue selling its vaping products as an
alternative to smoking for adults. Moreover, Juul remains embroiled in lawsuits with several other states, including New York, California,
Massachusetts, New Mexico, Alaska, Illinois, West Virginia, and the District of Columbia.

In the courtroom, the clash of legal minds will determine the outcome, and the nation will be watching as Minnesota takes on the e-cigarette giant.
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The trial will test the allegations of deceptive marketing and unethical targeting of the youth, while also evaluating the responsibilities of big
tobacco players like Altria. Whatever the verdict, this case will undoubtedly shape the landscape of the vaping industry and influence public health
policies for years to come.

FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)
1. What is the significance of the Minnesota Attorney General's case against Juul Labs?
The Minnesota Attorney General's case against Juul Labs is a landmark trial that marks the first of thousands of lawsuits against the e-cigarette
maker to reach trial. The state seeks more than $100 million in damages, accusing Juul of unlawfully targeting young people and fostering nicotine
addiction in a new generation.

2. How has Minnesota been successful in previous cases against the tobacco industry?
Minnesota has a history of success in legal battles against the tobacco industry. In 1998, the state won a groundbreaking $7.1 billion settlement
against the tobacco industry, leading them to add Altria, a major stakeholder in Juul at the time, as a co-defendant in the current case.

3. What are the specific allegations against Juul in the lawsuit?
The lawsuit alleges consumer fraud, creating a public nuisance, unjust enrichment, and conspiracy with Altria. It accuses Juul of using deceptive
and illegal tactics to target Minnesota's children, enticing them to buy their products, potentially leading to a lifetime of nicotine addiction and
harmful behaviors.

4. How has Juul responded to the allegations made by Minnesota?
Juul has defended itself, claiming that Minnesota's insistence on going to trial has deprived its citizens of settlement money that other states have
used to reduce tobacco use. Juul emphasizes the need for evidence-based policies and programs to address underage tobacco use instead of
headline-driven trials.

5. What impact could the outcome of this trial have on the vaping industry and tobacco companies?
The outcome of this trial could have significant implications for the vaping industry and tobacco companies. If Juul is found liable, it could set a
precedent for further legal actions against e-cigarette manufacturers. Moreover, the trial may lead to more stringent regulations on marketing and
sales practices to prevent youth targeting.


